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EDITORIAL. 


LES Wn IO ee — -- 


RELIGION ,—No. I. 


As more 1s gaid at the present day about reli- 
gion than we have reason to belieye is uyder- 
8t00d ; and as the subject 1s one of great moment, 
being fraught with every thing adapted to the 
moral wants and exigencies of the human family ; 
aud as a correct understanding of it is essential to 
our present felicity ; I propose in this, and in suc- 
cee ing nunbers, to investigate, and 1llustrate 
this 8ubject, according to the best light I can ob- 
tain. 
| In this apticle, I shall briefly define the word 
religion, and show that there are yarious kinds, 

aid endeavor to account for the fact, of there be- 
ing 80 many kinds of religion. In succeeding 
numbers, I shall endeavor to show which religions 
are vain, and which 1s pure. 

The word rel:gton, comes from the Jatin Religio, 
and is, according to 8ome, derived from religare 
which signihes, to bind fast, It means that obli- 
gation which men feel from the relation in which 

* they stand to 80me guperior power, to do what, 
that 8uperior power requires of them. In a word, 
ylatever men think their Creator, or the God, or 
Gods whom they worship, require them to believe 
and do, may be regarded as religion. 

In the as Testament, we read of the Jews? 
religion, vain religion, and pure religion. The 
Jews” religion consisted ina strict adherence to 
the Jaw of Mozes, and to the traditions of their 
fathers, Hence Paul 8aid—*I profited in the Jews? 
religion above*'many of my equals, being exceed- 

- mgly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.” 
Those who were the most tenacious of the tradi- 
tions of their ancestors, were the most religions. 

Vain religion, is any 8ystein of religion, which 

ves not induce its votaries to bridle their tongues, 
to live righteous lives ; or in other wards, to keep 
themselves unzpotted from the warld. James 1. 

0, If any man among you seemeth to be reli- 

- £1QUs, ang bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 

- 38 0wn heart, this may's religion is vain.” 

+ Pure reljgian, is that principle of love to God 

| and man, which obligates the possessor, to visit 

| Nyocts of distress, particularly the widow and 
atherlegs jn_ their affliction, and to keep himself 
uus5potteg from the world ; to © live soberly, right- 

» eously, and godly. James L 27. *Pure reli- 

- $10n, and undefiled before God and the father, is 

- MS, to visit the. fatherless aud widows in- their 
iq, anF'ta keep himzelf unspotted from the 
Ms Whoever has this principle of love to 
a woe, man, will evinee 1t. to the world, by 

Re of merey and benevolence. 

ouler, whoever thou art, and whatever is thy 


" —_ — 
Situation in life, seek pure and undefiled religion, 
It will 8upport and comfort you in all the afflic- 
tions and 8orrows of tune—1t will serve to keep 
your heart calm and steadfast in prosperity and in 
adversity—it will not fail ty render every day 
and every hour of your life, tranquil, lovely, and 
happy D. D. S, 
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ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN, 


The apostle Paul, often addressed young men ; 
he regarded them with a father's care, and s8pake 
to them in language of kindness and affection— 
when striving to win them from the paths of vice, 
to the ways of wisdom, the language of entreaty 
was heard ; the words of persuasion were used, 
Solomon, whose instructions are 80 excellent, 
used no harsh—no terrific language ; he reproved 
the young with love, and rebuked them with the 
voice of gentleness. And could every young man, 
consider the sayings of the wise man, as addres- 
8ed to himself; would he bind them about his 
neck, they would prove to him a faithful guide— 
an unerring inonitor, to lead him m the paths of 
virtue. 

Profiting by these examples, we $hal] offer @ 
few words of advice to young men, aud we hope 
to be governed in our remarks, by the law of 
kindness. 

We would advise young men to become inquirers 
after trath. We mean by this remark, that you 
should embrace the sentiments you advocate, from 
the conviction that they are true ,and that, by 
diligent inquiry and investigation, and not be- 
cause they are popular; or s8upported by great 
names. It is not your duty, young men, to casf 
any doctrine aside, because others call it an error ; 
it is not your duty, to recewwe any doctrine, be- 
cause others 8ay it 18 true. But if you cast' aside 
any doctrine, it is your duty to cast it aside from 
the conviction that it is false. If you receive any 
doctrine, it is your duty, to receive it, only from 
convickion that it is true ; and that, by -study and 
investigation. If you wish to know the rea] opin- 
ions of any denomination af christians, take 'not 
the bare tegtimony of an eneiny ; he would not be 
likely to tell you any thing favorable if he could. 
You must go to the believers themselyes, and- in 
all your inquiries, be 8ure that you hear as much 
for, as you do against a 8ystem. It is not enough, 
that you profess a belief in any sentiment ; you 
must understand it ; you must know its first prin- 
ciples; you must become acquainted with the ar- 
guments by which it is sustained ; otherwise, like 
the way 8ide hearers, when persecution hall | 
arise, you may be induced to abandon the truth. 

I would advise young men to clothe themselves 
with a spirit of manly independence—no period 
calls 80 foudly upon young men ta arise in tha 
majesty of their strength, and claim their privi- 
leges, as the pregent one. Every method is now 
tried by thage who would monopolize all the piety 


of the day, to make young men 8uhservient to 
their Ts. The young: oedanio is told that 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


-guch a church;\the members of it 
zares. The young Merchant is told 
| a certain doctrine, his goods 
will sell more rapidly ; and if he does not, he must 
expect to suffer. The Doctor is made acquainted 
with a Society, to which no Doctor belongs, and 
he Woes not mistake the meaning. But where 1s 
the young.man, that would be willing to exchange 
the independence of his mind for a mess of 8uch 
contemptible pottage 2 I own that there 18 s0me- 
thing tempting in all this ; great names and pop- 
ular favor, 8ound well; yet after all they are as 
empty, as the idle wind, and experience proves 
that honesty is the best policy. 

I would advise young men to beware of two 
fatal 8nares, into one of which they will fall, un- 
less their minds are well fortified against danger, 
The 8nares to which I allude, are Infidelity and 
Fanaticiem. The former will take from you all 
comfort and 8upport; it will remove every 80urce 
of consolation, and leave you not one ray of hope 
to carry you down to the grave in peace. The 
latter, equally destructive, will poison your enjoy- 
ment, will render you unfit for the duties of lite 
and fill you with unspeakable horror in the hour 
of diss0]ving nature. 

Infidelity is a miserable philosophy ; it allows 
us to trifle with 8acred things; and to turn to rid- 
icule the most s8acred subjects,—A disbelief of 
the Bible—a ridicule of the religion of the Son of 
God, may answer for the hour of merriment ; the 
8coffs of the infide] may comport- with the scene 
of revelry and intoxication ; but they will not 8uf- 
fice for the hour of affliction ; they will not afford 
peace to the troubled mind, neither will they chase 
away atfflictions, when they hang heavily upon us, 
Do not be deceived; I am not the advocate of a 
gloomy, a merciless religion. But I would entreat 
you to become properly religious—to embrace the 
religion of the Son of God. It will not embitter 
your days—it will not destroy your peace. It 
will add to your felicity ; it will regulate your 
happiness, and mnpart serenity and enjoyment, 
when earthly pleaggres have lost their charm. 


But, young men, beware of Fanaticism ! It 
will blast your enjoyment; it will ruin your use- 
fulness, It leads the human mind down to the 
gulph of black despair; and sends to an untimely 
grave the fairest portion of the works of God. 


Do not let fanatics destroy your better judg- 
ment; meet” them on seriptural ground; make 
them appeal to the law and to tho testimony4 
qualify yourselves for this work, and you have 
,nothing to fear. 7 1 by 

Think of these things young men; and at some 
future period, your youthful friend may address 
225-6 wean nt OS 4 Wo 

Hartford, Dec. 23. 1832. 
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will buy his wares. 
that if he will profess 


WHO IS A CHRISTIAN ? 


- This question is frequently asked by persons 
who do not profess any kind of religion. 'There 

8 8carcely to be found a. 
knowledge, that a real chri 
then, a real christian is a good r 
a genume-christian.- Noone, it is pregumed, will 
dispute the etness of the conclusion which 
we have now drawn. © But the question may arise 
n'the minds of scme, *are there 

| W 


3 
\ 
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any good mon in | (Seo Gal. 5: 22, W.) And though T re 


the world? We answer in the affirmative. There 
are good menin the world; Solomon 88y8— That 
which hath been, 18; WW 3.80 which is to be, 
hath already been,” If this: sentiment be true, 
(and I do not question its truth,).and if there were 
good men upon earth onee, there are 8ome now; 
tor the 8ame things exist now, which existed in 
old times. | 

Barnabas was a *good man, full of the holy 
ghost, and of faith” He was of course, a chrigt- 
ian; a genuine christian, For he was a firm and 
unwavering disciple of our Lord and Savior Jegus 
Christ. I am aware that 8ome will say, the scrip- 
tures declare, *all have gone out of the way—all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
Very true. But it must be remembered, that these 
declarations were Taade to those under the lay, 
before the gospel was introduced. 

Admitting all these declarations to be true, I 
8ee nothing to oppose the following sentiment :— | 
Those who embrace the religion of Christ, and 
live according to its precepts, are good, according 
to the scripture use of the term; and all such, are 
christians. Although the law contains such 8weep- 
ing assertions as those already noticed, yet, it saith 
them to those who are under the law ; and as the 
believer in Christ, or the christian, is not under 
the law, but under Christ, they do not affect him, 

Some good hearted professor of a limitarian 
creed, who has full as much zeal as knowledge," 
(thinking we deny the doctrine of the new birth | 
may 8ay, a man cannot be a christian unless he is 
torn again —converted—regenerated.” 'This I read- 
ily admit. For a man who 18 a sinner' must be 
born again before he can be good, or, before he 
can be a christian. To be born egarmn ; to be re- 
generated ; to be converted ; to be taught of God; | 
to be called out of darkness, into marvellous light; | 
to pass from death unto life ;_ to be delivered from 
death unto life ; to be delivered from the power of _ 
darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God's 
dear 80n.; to have the eyes of our understandings en- 
lightened ; to put on the Lord Jesus Christ ; to be- - 
hold as in & glass the glo of God, and be changed 
into the same image by the 8pirit of the Lord ; to 
be conformed to the image of God's dear 80n ; to be- 
come new creatures ; are all sI1milar express1ons,— 
In a word, one sentiment is expressed in this va- | 
riety of ways. Whoeo exercises that faith in 
Christ which works by love, and purifies his heart, 
is a christian. He is born again. 1 John 5, |. 
©Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, 1s ; 
born of God,” Such an'one is reconciled to God. 
He loves righteousness, ,and from the heart has 
obeyed the doctrine of Christ. ; 

his change is not effected by becoming pro- 
fessedly a Presbyterian, a Quaker, a Baptist, 
Methodist, a Trinitarian, a Unitarian, nor a Univer- 
salist—but by obedience to. the truth. A ma 
may profess a belief in one, or all, of what ae | 
considered the leading doctrines of these $ects, 
and be destitute of that, principle of love which 
leads its posses80r to fear God and work right- | 
eousness. On the other hand, he may be a chnst- 
ian without taking upon himself either off thes? 
names; for there were christiansin the world be- 
fore any of these names were known. We hav? 
oy reason to believe that there are christans 
in all denominations ; for we. fod Wavy among. 
them who bring e fruits of the 
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of them as exercising ai erroneous faith, I als 
view them as not Ihvingrin the exercise of the 
faith they profess ; but.as guided by the principles 
of righteousness and-love. . 

A christian, as far as he knows, delights to obey 
all Christ has commanded; to believe all he has 
revealed; and to expect all he has promised. This 
course constitutes him the light of the world, the 
8alt of the earth, a blessing to his generation ; 
happy in a 8state. of reconciliation ;- an expectant 
of immortality. His character and example will 
be a benefit to the world, when he has gone the 
way of all the earth. D. D. $. 


REVELATION, 


Much is 8aid upon revelatzon, or what is made 
known to man, besides what day and night teaches 
all nations. If there is a written revelation, it 
must be in harmony with the creation, or it can- 
not be true. It is in harmony with the testimony 
of heaven, earth and sea, and all their fulness of 
riches and goodness; and is calculated to make 
men more happy and useful, to each other than 
they can be without it. It is objected that where 
the scriptures have been received as revelation 
from God, men have been the most miserable,— 
Others 8ay, where the scriptures are received, men 
are the most happy, and that such have arrived to 
the greatest perfection, not only in mental im- 
provements, but 1n the arts and sciences in gener- 
al, All this can be proved. Where the scrip- 
tures have - been acknowledged to be from God, 
men have been the most wretched; and where they 
are acknowledged true, they have been the most 
happy. How can all this be ? The reason is 
plain. Where men have held the truth in unright- 
eousness, People have been miserable under the 
government of men, fſalsely called the ministers 
of Christ. Whenever men have known and loved 
the truth as it is in Jesus, they have been happy, 
by being filled with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. 

There are three things which belong to what is 
called revelation. 1. Mysteries.—2. Miracles.— 
3. Prophecies. These three things contain the 
foundation of the chtistian's hope. The mysteries 
of the scriptures once explained, give us a knowl- 
edge of the doctrine of Christ, which had been 
kept secret from the foundation of the world, but 
1s now made manifest through preaching * to the 
intent that now. unto the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places, might be made known by 
the Church, the-manifold wisdom of God.” -. ... 

| This m , or doctrine, contains gevyen Prin- 
ciples, recorded in Heb. 6: 1, 2, which are— 

1. © e from dead works. 2. Faith to- 
ward God. *3. Doctrine of Baptism. 4. | 
on of hands. 5. Resurrechon of the dead. 6. Eter- 
nal Judgment. 7. Going on to perfection.” These 
are excellent, as they require of man all needful 
here, and all to encourage to look for immortality 
and eternal life, This is the doctrine which drops 
on man like: the'rain ;_ distils as 'the dew, as the 

rain upon the tender herb, as the showers 
upon the grass. 

2. Miracles. —These confirmed the truth of the 
doctrine Jesus preached, when he uttered things 
Which had been kept 8ecret from the foundation of 

e world: "God bore him and the apostles wit- 

« s, and wonders, and divers mtracles, 


which be shed on them eÞundantly ; which led 
many to say, *we never 8awW it on this fashion.' 

3. Prophecies, —These were ancient and modern. 
The ancient propheeies referred to Jegus; his 
person, preaching, euffering, death and resurrec- 
tion, and the s8uccess of the apostles throughout 
the world. The modern prophecies, were deliver- 
ed by Jesus and the apostles, and foretol& what 
should befall the Jews, their land, the Gentiles; 
the spread of the gospel, and the inerease of the 
Mess1ah's reign, until all nations should call him 
blessed ; until all kings should fall before him ; 
and the kingdoms of this world become the king- 
doms of our Lord and his Christ. 'This is to finish 
the mystery, or doctrine of Christ, spoken of by 
all the prophets since the world began, 

These things are recorded in the scriptures as 
truth, and they are * the truth” Men would not 
have published false mystertes, false miracles, and 
false prophectes, had there not been true ones first. 
'Those are the epirits of devils working miracles 
which have deceived the kings of the earth.— 
Men have wrought false miracles in sight of the 
beast. These false things have for ages been 
held as a revelation from God, and these are the 
things which infide!s are now opposing with con- 
Siderable 8uccess; but the truth in Jesus hes 
out, of their reach, and man cannot overthrow 
it The heathen may rage, and the people im- 
agine a vain thing, for God has set his kingdom 
on the holy hill of Zion. 

When the mystery of iniquity is revealed, and 


| false prophecies undergtood as false, then will the 


true mystertes be received, and the true prophecies 
be considered a light shining in a dark place, un- 
til the day dawn, and the day star arise to shine in 
every heart. Almost every command and doctrine 
of men is considered a mystery, a miracle, and a 
prophecy ; but they are perishing with the using, 


and wearing old, will vanish away. 


Multitudes fear least religion should be done 
away from the earth if the government does not 
uphold it. 'That religion which the government 
of any nation upholds, is weaker than the goyern- 
ment which upholds it, and cannot be of God, and 
must come to nought. Tn the gospel we may 
confidently read—* Nevertheless, the foundation 
of God standeth 8ure, having this seal, the Lord 
knoweth them that are his; and let every one that 
nameth'the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 

E: S. 


CI—_—_ 


«CHRIST IN YOU. 


This phrase has been involved in much need- 
less mystery. Religious teachers have times with- 


out number, attempted an exposition of it, and 
in many instances, they have darkened the 8ub- 
ject, by words without knowledge. 'Phere is, and 
re need be, no more difficulty in understanding 
this declaration, then in understanding the most 
8imple part of the doctrine of Christ. COB 
The reader may inquire, *If the phrase-is' 86 
easy to be understood, what does it mean? In 
giving an answer to this anticipated question, I 
would first observe, that the different expressions 
in the New Testament, 8uch as-—< Cl 
Christ in you the hope of glory—Chris 
ing in 'your hearts by faith*—all mean one and 
the 8ame thing. Christ is” in us, in the 8ame 
8ense, that the Colloggians were in the heart of 
St. Paul. In'the Epistle, which he addresed to 
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them while absent froth them, we find the ſollow- re ee ee nn nn —— 
ing language—TI haye yon in my heart.” By this COMMUNICATIONS, 
language the apostle simply meant, he loved them. = 
The 8ame apostle furnishes us with an interpreta- [For the Univerbalist:] 
tion of. the expression which we are now consider- T9 — 
ing: - In bis epistle to the Bphesians, he 8ays—| EXPLANATION OF Hg SIXTH-COMMAND. 
: That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” | MENT. 'F 

Now if Christ dwells jn our hearts by faith, he * Thou 8halt not kill; 
will dwell in our. heatts by love, for *faith works| In the fourth century Angustine; we are told, 
by love,” Our Savior advanced the same senti- |* nnderstood the ten commandments in a #ptritua] 
ment in other words. *If any man keep my 8ay- | 8ense $ and thou 8hnlt not fill 8ignified, thon $ha}t 


ings, I and my father will come and make our | not Kill orthodox believers: See Eccles. Rescarch- 
abode with him. In what way, we are naturally, eg page 103. : 


led to inquire, does the father of our spirits, and | This is an explanation of the sixth command- 
his 80n Christ Jesus, make their abode with him ment, to which the world, both Christian and Pa- 
who keeps, the sayings of Christ? The apostle | gan, if not in theory, at least, in practice, have 
who retorded this zaying of our Lord, has, in one | too generally consented. If this be the correct 
of his Epistles furnished an answer to our question. | explanation a very pondefoins question at once 
* God 18 love, whoso diwelleth in love, dwelleth in| arisxes—Who are the orthodox, antl who are the 
God, and God dwelleth in ham, for God 1s love.” heretics? If we may kill the one and nvt the oth- 
. The ease 18 a plain gnez No one need misun- | er, there should be some clear rule by which we 
derstand it. * God ts love; Christ and his *father | may distinguish them. Professor Boehmer has 
nre one;” if we love, God dwells in us, and we} given the important answer.” *By orthodoxy is 
dwell in him. * Chrast dwells in our hearts by faith, to be nnderstood whatever the ruling party are 
and. * faith works by love.” So if we belicve on | pleaged to 8ay; and heresy is a differing from it.” 
Christ, Chrisl and his father abide with us. The | This answer perfectly agrees with the practical 
Savior miust have the preeminence in our affec- answer, which has been given in age 81nce 
tions, He hath 8aid— Whoso loyeth father, or{ Augustine 80 kindly told the world "what was 
mother, or brother, or sister more than me, 18 not | the meaning of the sixth cotnmandment. 
worthy of me.” It 1s, however, a happy considera-| An anthor in-relation to this subject thus writes: 
tion, that onr loving Christ does not exclude other | © The principle established in the fourth century 
objects. We are. bound. to love our, wives, our | has occagioned the death of millions of Christians. 
children, our parents, our brothers and sisters, 1n | Tt, converted the professed followers of Jesns into 
. & word, we are, obligated to love all mankind. | murderers of each other. Every persetiiting sect 
And when ws love Jesus Christ ns we.ought, ) from Avugustine to the present, has appeared to 
these other objects will receive their proper place | adopt this explanation of the command, and to 
an our affections. _, | practice accordingly. But as every man necessa- 
St. Paul, in one of his letters, proposes the 0]- | rily believes his own. opinion to be correct, and 
lowing question—* Know ye.not that Jesus Christ | those opposed to his, to be erroneous ; the princi- 
18 n_ you?? I 8hall consider and answer this| ple, as it related to the conduct of each of two 
queition, . by proposing and answering another. | persons of different opinions, amounted to this; 
How 8hall we know if Christ is in us ? Answer. | Thou shtilt not kill ms, oy I'miy kill you. And as 
The. Savior has furnished a s0Jution. His Jan-| it applies to the conduct of the different sects, it 
guage 1s— He that hath my commandments and | is this—The minority sball not kill any of the ma- 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.” We have| jority ; but the majority may kill those of the mi- 
already 8&en, that Christ dwells in ns by faith, and nority. A more bloody maxim was never i 
that faith works by love. Now if we have the|ted. No wonder then that, history-abo 
commandments of Christ, and keep them, we may | records of mnriler for pretended heresy. 
know we Jove him. His commandments are; Much complaint has been made by christians of 
Tot grievous to be borne, They are not the re- | sufferings endured, under the teri persecntions by 
qurements of a tyrant. He has commanded noth-| the Pagan emperors of Rome, prior to the reign 
ing but what is for our good ; and forbid nothing, | of Constantine. But, 8ays)Dr. Newton! 
but what, would injure us were we to receive it. | mention other outrayeous sJavghters and barl 
. What has he commanded? He has eommend- | ities, the Crusades against the Waldenses and A 
ed us to love our enetmes;; to bless thoge who curse bigenses, the murders: committed by the duke of 
us; to pray for those who despiteſully use, and who\ Alvain the Netherlands, the mitsacres in France 
persecute us. To do unto others, as we would that | and Ireland, will amount to more than Tex TIMES 
they Hp do unto ns. If we do these things, | the number of all the christians slaig\ in all the ten 
an 


o them from love to the principle, we may | petsecttions.' See Disserta. on Proph: Vol. Il: 
pafely conclude, that Jesus Christ dwells in us.| page 327. | 


Let ns not be deceived. We may, and it is an 
appalling fact, that some do subestitute a professfon, | to how great an extent christians have practiced 
for tire thing itself. It is one thing to profess, and according to the explanation of the commandment 
another to do what we profess. , Our professions | before us. The orthodox, j. e. the: ruling party, 
are all of no avail, if our works do, not accord with | have consivtered thernselves as having the rig 

them. Th 1, while 8some 8how their faith with-| to butcher all who would not yield to them m 
'ont their works, let the believer in the final salva- | opinion=-s8nch were heretics ; and myllion after 
ion of all men, show his faith by his works. By | million of heretics have been put to. death, in all 
80 doing, his light will ghine before men; and| the various forms of torture, which could be in- 
others. by &2eing his good works, will be induced | vented/to make death appalling. The exact num- 
to glorify his father who is in heaven. p.p.s, [ber which have been thus slanughtered,- cannot 

by 


We will not in this short article attempt to ghow 


# 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


now be ascertained—but if 8uch a laughter should 
be now made in the United States, we are very 
certain there would not be an individual left to re- 

rt the destruction: 

W1ll it be 8aid that chirstians do not now thus 
persecute and put to death others, for their reli- 

ious opinions? It 18 time they donot—but chris- 
tian nations, for causes no more worthy, will rise 
up and destroy each other, 'Dhis is called legal- 
ized butchery. When High Heaven s8ays * Thou 
shalt not kill'—this 1s not at all in the way, only get 
zome 8age Augustine to explain, and you will find 
no prohibition in the way, If it be anti-christian 
to put those to death who differ from ns in religion, 
it is equally 80, to put those to death who differ 
from 48 1n polities. 

The gospel, which comes from heaven, is the 
© rospel, of peace.” Whenever the gospel spirit 
is obeyed—swords are beaten into plonghshares, 


spears into pruninghooks, and war is learnedno- 


more, The © Holy Wars,” as they have been call- 
ed, have loaded chrstianity with disgrace—we 
would have it understood, that unholy wars will 
neither honor her, nor her professors. 

We fear that professors of religion in our own 
country, and age are much too intolerant, and de- 
part widely from the mild and pacific spirit of the 
Lord Jesus,” "Civil authority has returned the 
murderous 8word- to its scabbard in religious af- 
fairs ; and in turn, religion onght tosheath it in civil 
(fairs, But we must lament human frailty ; yet 
we rejoice in the ardent advances of redeeming 


light, which has liberalized and humanized most of! 


the nations of the earth. The world is certainly 
growing better ; but there must be great improve- 
ments, still, before the kingdoms of this world 
shall be; in spirit, the kingdom of our Lord and 
his Christ. | B, W, 


{For the Universalist.] 
| TRADITION. 

What are traditions? They are maxims ver- 
bally tran»mitted from the inhabitants of one age 
to those of another. - Tradition has some influ- 
ence in every department of life, but it will be 
ſound 6n due examination, that religion is the 
tre ich It displays itself to the greatest 
advantage, Tts iattre is snch as to flonrish equal- 
ly well in the 801] of every religion in the world. 

The Jews were early taught that Moses deliv- 
ercd to elect individuals an oral law of the same 
authority as that in their sacted books; and that 
this law had Been handed down from father to son 
* without any additions of diminutions. This law, 
or rather these traditions, were corllally received 
and highly venerated by the gteat body of the 
Hebrew nation, though "in many instances they 
vere in direct __ on to the precepts of their 
nspred books.  Jesus openly accused the Jewish 
Cy with * making void the commands of God 
7 their traditions? The nation at large follow- 
ed their example. Now christians deeply pity the 
veakness and hlindness of this deluded and ill- 
Re people. Their tears Now freely and copious- 
7 over the desolations and woes which their te- 
nacious adherence to these idle speculations has 
ronght npon them. Bat. should not pity in this 
case begin at home ? Rh | 
thristians be 
not Exhibited 
that of 
lar blinliyess by pursning # 


a weakness equally proverbial wit! 


ilar conrse, Have 


ould not the tears of] Your back upon them forever. 


shed for themselves? Have they 


the Jews ? Have Fe Leo evinced a simi- } 


_ 


they not invented and propagated numberless tra- 
ditions as utterly gronndless, and which come as 
directly in contact with many of the plainest tes- 
timonies of God's word; as did those of the Jews- 
ish elders? It is believed they have, and that 
they cherish them as eineerely, certainly as tena- 
ciously, It may be useful to advert to a few of 
them. This is all my limits will permit me to'do 
in the present article. 

I will remark then, in the first place, that there 
is a tradition among christians that all mankind, 
since the first transgression by Adam; have 
come into the world in a state of total depravity ; 
and that, without a peculiar, mysterious change 
which none but the renewed know any thing 
about, no human being can perform an act, or 
even frame a thonght, which is not sinful and dis- 
pleazing to God, and for which he ought not to be 
damned eternally. Now does this dogma-deserve 
the name of a revealed truth ? Surely not; It is 
a mere vagary—a groundless tradition engender- 
led in the brain of a Romish monk some twelve or 
fourteen hundred years since. If we consnlt the 
Bible, the standard of christian doctrines, it 1s not 
[to be found among its contents. 'The phrases; 
| deprave, depravity,. total depravity, no where oc- 

cur in the revelation of God; nor does any one 

| equivalent to the last.. But til], this tradition is 
80 deeply rooted in the minds of people, that it 
exerts over them, an influence equal to that of an 
express testimony of Heaven. Under its domin- 
ion, parents who are sincerely endeavoring to 
bring up their *children in the nurtare and ad- 
monition of the Lord, agreeably to the Divine 
command, but who have never experienced the 
mysterious change above mentioned, really think 
that they are, in these very endeavors, sinning 
against God and provoking his displeasure. 

Again, there is a tradition among christians, 
that God, from eternity, willed that but a part on] 
of the human race should be finally saved, till, 
the scriptures explicitly declare that *he will have 
all men to be saved.”% Here 1s a plain contradic- 
tion ; but notwithstanding this, vast numbers of 
professed christians hug the tradition at the ex- 
pense of the Divine testimony. Once more, there 
is a tradition among christians, that God from all 
eternity, in the free exercise of his own will, de- 
creed that millions of our race shonld *perish 
everlastingly ; but revelation postively assures us 
{ that *he 1s not willing that any should perish.” 
But I cannot proceed... The number of traditions 
which abound in the christian world, and which 
are in direct contravention to the plainest declara> 
tions of revealed truth would fill a volume. 'Those 
I have enumerated are but a mere specimen of 
the great mass of hnman vagaries which pass cur- 
rently in the world for ©the truth as it is in Jesus.' 

And, kind reader, I ask, and I beseech you tv 
Jattend s8eriously to the question. Do not these 
land a thousand more tradions in the christian 
,church, as obviously contradict the explicit testi- 
monies and plain promises of God's word, as did 
those of the scribes and pharisees among the 
Jews? If truth constrain you to answer m the 
{ affirmative, be persnaded to renounce them. Turn 
Resist them reso- 

utely, and make revealed truth the only rule of 
your faith and hopes. Remember that all human 
gpeculations will perish in the using, but that the 
{ word of the Lord will endure forever.” s. & 
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[From the Southern Pioneer and Gogpel Visiter.] 


TENDENCY OF UNIVERSALISM. 


It is often said of Universalism, that it has a li- 
centious tendency ; that as it removes the fear of 


endless mizery,it throws off all restraint, and opens 


the floodgates of wickedness upon the world. 
But this objection is founded on a misunderstand- 
ing of the Wotalte, Universalism threatens a just 
punishment for sin, and teaches, that whoever 
does wrong, s8hall receive for that wrong ; that 
God will by no means clear the guilty; and that 
repentance will not save from a dezerved punish- 
ment, but from deserving it. With the doctrine 
of endless misery, it is different; that teaches, 
that a man may indulge in all manner of sins; that 
he may spend a long life, in the greatest possible 

ickedness; and repent before he dies, and es- 
cape all punishment. And not only 0, but better 
himself by his sin ; for we are often told, that sin- 
ners on earth, are happier than saints. From this 
it is evident, that the tendency of Universalism, is 
better" than that of endless misery, because it 
teachcs that sin is all loss; and that there is no 
escape from a deserved-pumshment; while the 


latter, teaches, that sin is gain-on earth, and pro- | 


vides 'z way to escape all punighment. 'There- 
fore, we hear those 8ay, who believe this doctrine ; 
they do not mean to die wicked; they mean to 
repent before death ; but they wish to put off re- 
Iigion, as long as posslble ; because they think it 
gloomy, and that 1t would- lesgsen the enjoyments 
of life. Consequently, as far, as the fear of pun- 
ishment deters from sin, Universalism has the ad- 
vantage oyer the doctrine of endless misery. 
Again; it is 8aid Universaliem has a bad ten- 
dency, because it admits of a change after death; 
because it lenghens out the period for reforma- 


lengthen out the period for reformation, the whole 
of man's life, has a bad tendency, a doctrine which 
nearly all christians believe, The same argument 
that is nogod against Universalism, may be urged 
with nn force against the common belief, * that 
while the lamp holds out to burn, the vilest sinner 
may return.* Therefore, until our opposers limit 
the day of grace, say, to one year, after we arrive 
to diseretion, they ought not to complain of Uni- 
versalism. 

in; it is 8aid Universalism has a bad ten- 
dency; because, it teaches that all will be happy, 
at 8ome future time. 
might- object to the common doctrines of the 
chureh, w teach, that if we repent in this life, 

all be happy, because Universalism, though 

nes all men happiness, does not promise it 
in 8; it teaches that the only way to be happy, 
is to be good. Should it be 8a1d, there is a differ- 
ence, because Universaliem makes happiness cer- 


But by the same-rule we! 


5M | 
from them, it teaches an inseparable connection 
between virtue and happiness, vice and misery, 
and that-punishment 1s certain. O.A.8, 


EXTENT OF DIVINE CONDESCENSION, 

God, in addition to the bare faculty of dwelling 
on a multiplicity of objects at one and the 8ame 
time, has this faculty in 8uch wonderful perfection, 
that he can attend as fully, and provide as nchly, 
and manifest all his attributes as illustriously, on 
every one of thess objects, as if the rest had no 
existence, and no place whatever in his govern- 
ment or in his thoughts. For the evidence of this 
position,we appeal, in the first place,to the personal 
history of each individual among you. Only 
grant us, that God never loses 8ight of any one 
thing he has created, and that no created thing 
can continue either to be or to act independently 
of him; and then, even upon the face of this 
world, humble as it is on the great scale of astron- 
omy, how widely diversified and how multiplied 
into many thousand distinct exercises, 18 the at- 
tention of God! His eye is upon every hour of 
my existence, His spirit is intimately present 
with every thought of my heart. His inspiration 
gives birth to every purpose within me. His hand 
impresses a direction on every footstep of my go- 
ings. Every breath I inhale, is drawn by an ener- 
gy which God deals out to me. 'This body, which, 
upon the slightest derangement, would become 
the prey of death, or of woful suffering, is now at 
ease, because he at this moment is warding off 
from me a thousand dangers, and upholding the 
thousand movements of its complex and delicate 
machinery, His presiding influence keeps by me 
through the whole current of my restless andever 
changing history. When I walk by the way side, 
he is along with me. When I enter into compa- 
ny, amid all my forgetfulness of him, he never 
forgets me. In the silent watches of the night, 


| 


| when my eyelids have closed, and my spirit has 
tion. By the 8ame rule we might say, that to | 


sunk into unconsciousness, the observant eye of 
him who never slumblers, is upon me. TI cannot 
fly from his presence. Go where I will, he tends 
me, and watches me and cares for me; and the | 
same being who is now at work in the remotes 
domains of Nature and of Providence, is also at 
my right hand to eke ont to me every moment of 
my being, and to uphold me in the exercise of all 
my feelings and all my faculties. | 
Now, what God is doing with me, he is doing 
with every distinct indiyidual of this world's pop 
ulation, The intimacy of his presence, and at 
tention, and care, reaches to one. and to all of 
them. With a mind unburdened by the yastnes 
of all its concerys, he can progecute; withou 
traction, the TOY 2INI 
ery one 80n and da 
is it os us, in the 
gratefull 
of God-— 


worlds has) 
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tain at ome time, and the other doctrines make it | lence from the or 
uncertain ; I answer, that does not alter the case,\] eye 18 upon eyer 
for Universalism teaches, that a conrse of criminal | would not Ja 


indulgence is fully compensated by succeeding 
puns and that a thorn will spring from every un- 
ful gratification. Therefore, 
men'is present as well as future happi 
versalism is- better calculated than 


-trine, to make men virtuous; biceuls differently 
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THE UNIVERSALIST; 


carelegsness, in his management of ours ? Should 
we not behold, in _ a field of observation, the 
evidence of its master being overcrowded with the 
variety of his other , engagements? A man op- 

reszed by a multitude of business, would simpli- 
fy and reduce the work of any new concern that 
was devolved upon him. Now, point out a single 
mark of God being thus oppressed. Astronomy 
has laid open to us 80 many realms of creatien, 
which were before unheard of, that the world we 
inhabit shrinks into one remote and s80litary prov- 
ince of his wide monarchy. 'Tell me, then, it, in 
any one field of this province, which man has ac- 
cess to, you witness. a s8ingle indication of God 
sparing himself—of God reduced to languor by 
the weight. of his other employments—of God 
zinking under the burden of that vast superinten- 
dence which lies upon him—of God being exhaus- 
ted, as one of ourselves would be, by any number 
of concerns, however great, by any' variety of 
them, however manifold ; and do you not perceive, 
in that mighty profusion of wisdom and of good- 
ness, which 18 scattered- every where around us, 
that the thoughts of this unsearchable Being are 
not as our thoughts, nor his ways as our ways ? 

My time does not s8uffer me to dwell on this top- 
ic, because, before I conclude, I must hasten to 
another illustration, But, when I look abroad on 
the wondrous '8cene that is immediately before 
me—and 8ee, that in every direction it 1s a scene 
of the most various and unwearied . activity—and 
expatiate on all the beauties of that garniture by 
which it is adorned, and on all the prints of de- 
8ign and of benevolence which abound in it—and 
think, that the 8ame God, who holds the universe, 
with its every system, in the hollow of his hand, 
pencils every flow, and gives nourishment to eve- 
ry blade of grass, and actuates the movements of 
every living thing, and is not disabled, by the 
weight of his other cares, from enriching the 
humble department of nature I occupy, with 
charms and accommodations, ef the most unboun- 
ded variety—then, surely, if a message, bearing 
every m__ of authenticity, should cede to come ' 
from God, and inform me of his mighty doings 
for the happiness of our gpecies, it is not for me, 
1n the face of all this evidence, to reject it as a 
tale of imposture, because astronomers have told 
me that he has 80 many other worlds. and other 
orders of beings to attend to—and, when I think 
that it were a deposition of him from his 8uprem- 
acy over the creatures he has formed, should a 
81ngle 8parrow fall to the ground without his ap- 
pointment, then let science and 8ophistry try to 

y comfort as they may—I will not 
icehorof my confidence in God—lI will 
afraid, forT am- of more value than many 
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coming pride ? And is it not productive of per- 
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nicious- consequences? With 8uch vanity, eyen 
when assembled with spiritual worshippers, your 
thoughts will probably be confined to yourselves. 
And while thinking of your external appearance, 
can you receive useful instruction? While securing 
the applause of your fellow creatures,can you hear- 
tily unite in the worship of your Creator? Will 
the beauty and splendor of your garments render 
the 8acred exercises more acceptable to your Sa- 
vior? - Do you ass8emble on the s8abbath to display 
your taste and fashion, to attract notice and ex- 
cite observation 2 Or to bow down with revyer- 
ence and gratitude before the Father of your spir- 
its, who 1s no respect?r of persons, who judges 
not according to the outward appearance, but looks 
on the heart and gives grace to the humble? O 
let not sinful pride detain any one of you from as- 
8embling with those who keep holy time. Think 
more of the sunday dresses of your souls, and less 
of the outward adorning of nts bodies, when you 
prepare to enter the house of your heavenly Father. 

The other class who make this excuse, are those 
whom misfortune has reduced from more affluent 
circumstances. 'They are indeed deserving of 
christian 8ympathy. But, my friends, because in- 
finite wisdom has deprived you of one fayor, will 
you deprive youselves of greater  blessings ?— 
Will you let an unsubmissive spirit detain, you 
_ the no Re cops ef The church 
is the only place this side the mouldering- grave, 
where the rich and the poor; the abs, 4 bp ig- 
norant are taught to forget the momentary dis- 
tinctions of birth and rank and station and fortune, 
and to realize their dependence on that all wise 
Governor, who makes one to differ from another, 
and who 1s 8till the Father of all his family. Here 
is offered to your acceptance that good portion 
which can never be taken away, Here you may 
obtain those spiritual treasures which cannot be 
corrupted or consumed, Here you may acquire that 
heavenly love which casts out all fear of man. 
Here you are offered an adequate remedy for all 
your temporal afflictions. And because you have 
lost 8ome of those things which perish with the 
using, will you refuse imperishable riches? O 
forsake not this last resort of disappointed hope. 
Reject not the invaluable legacy of your risen 
Savior. Ever imitate his uniform custom of yisit- 
ing your Father's house on each returning sab- 
bath. Any apparel which does not attract atten- 
tion or excite observation, either by its meannees 
or splendor, is proper for the house of God. And 
I presume there are none in our religious society 
who are unable to obtain sgelrraiment 3” eonse- 
quently this is not a satisfactory excuse for either 
class. 


[From Buck's Theological Dictionary.] 


JESUITS, OR THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
The Jesuits were a famous religious order of 
the Romish church, founded by Ignatius Loyola, 
a Spanish knight, in the sixteenth century... The 
plan which thus fanatic ru of its om _ 
and laws, was 8u ted, as ve out, by th 
Ginte ins iration of howver. But, notwith- 
igh pretension, his design met at 
ition, The pope, to whom 
for the 8anction_ of. his  au- 


tition to a committee of cardinals. 'They repr 
,sented the etablichment to be nnnecessary as 


-. order. 
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well as dangerous, and Paul -refused to grant his 
approbation of it. At last, Loyola removed all his 
scruples, by an offer which it was impossible for 
any pope to resist, He proposed, that besides the 
three vows of poverty, of chustity, and of monas- 
tic obedience, wich are common to all the orders 
of regulars, the meinvers of his gociety should 
take a fourth vow of obedience to the pope, binding 
tiemselves to go withersoeyer he should command 
tor the service of religion, and without requiring 
auy thing from the holy see for their gupport. At 
a time waen the papal authority had received 8uch 
a 8hock by the revolt of 80 many nations from the 
Romish church, at a time when every part of the 
popish 8ystein was attacked with 80 much violence 
and 8uecess, the acquizition of a body of men, 
thus peculiarly devoted to the see of Rome, and 
whom it might 8et in oppositivon to all its enemies, 
WAS an object of the highest consequence. Paul 
instantly perceiving this, cunfirmed the institution 
of the Jeguits by his bull; granted the most 
ample privileges to the menbers of the 8ociety, 
and appointed Loyola to be the first general of the 
'The event fully justified Paul's discern- 
ment in expecting such beneticial consequences 
to the ee of Rome from this institution, In less 
than half a century tie society obtained establish- 
ments in every country that adhered to the Roman 
catholic church; its power and wealth increaged 
amazingly'; the number of its members became 
great; their character, as well as accomplishments, 
were 8till greater ; and the Jesuits were celebra- 


250 


2 — - —  — 


POETRY. 


OO ———<-- —— -—————o—_— So - 


of 
— 


[From the New Eugland Magazine.] 


THE NIGHT SEASON. 


oy —-Juvat, O juvat ire per ignes 
£Ethereos, luslrare altt vaga lumina celi.” 


Y x glorious stars ; ye brightly — words, 
Writ by Gou{('s finger on creation's walls, 

How beautiful and pure ye beam above ! 

Ye bear no tearſul message ; ye are not 

Fraught with the 8orruw of earth” 8s shrinking crowd, 
But, radiant messengers of heavenly loye, 

Send light aud joy to the benighted min, 

Men necil no sage interpreters lo tell 

The mystery of Your gettae ; ye gpeak a tongue 
Familiar tv the 8vul; —known unto all, 

Yet written not in wen's records of lore. 

Who looketh on your Soft aud trembling ray, 
Who watcheth o'er your never-ceasing path, 
Readeth therein the mighty power of God 

Who 8ealeth thus the scroll of skies with stars, 
And prints his love in never-failing light. 

Refulgent orbs ! are ye the spirit-13les, 

The heavenly homes of svuls unchained from earth !— 
Yours the pure wausiuus girt with glory round, 
Unmade with bands, eternal io the heaveus ? ' 

It may be 80. Ye vnly shine when man, 

Poor, clay-clad man, rests from his busy care; 

And when the toil of selfishness and sin 

Faiats for a SEASON and Seeks rest by night, 

Ye moury o'er earth, outpuuring dewy tears. 
Shine on ! bright beacuns of the upper deep; 
Send your mild radiance to our yearied 8ouls, 
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And light us onward, o'er lite's troubled waves, 


ted by the. friends, and dreaded by the enemies of | 'T9 the caln islands of eternal rest. S. F. 3, 


the Romish faith, as the inost able and enterpris- 
ing order in the church. 


MARRIED, 


In this city, by Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Amos Boynton, 
of Hartford, Coun. and Miss Margaret Mann of Boxton. 
Mr. Joseph Morse and Miss Emeliuve Parsous. Mr. Sauu- 
el 8, Vialle and Miss' Lydia P. Thayer. | 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. John Henry and Mrs Nancy 
Jackson. Mr. James Stewart and Mizs Phebe Remick 
Mr. William Caider and Miss Elizabeth Y; Lombard.— 
Mr. William Abbiss ayd Miss Lydia F. Chaplain of 
Charlestown. | 
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REeLiictous INTOLERANCE, The Rector of the 
Glasgow University has offered a gold medal for 
the best essay * On the evils of intolerance to- 
wards those who differ from us in religion,” 

<T use, 8ays the Rector, * this circuitous phrase, 
from disliking to couple the epithet religious with 
the 8pirit of wtolcrance, which reversing the 8Ub- 
lime aim of all religion, bows down the mind from 
celestial aspirations to the anxjeties of this world, 
like the Indian fig tree, which after bearing its 
head loftily in the sky, turns down again its 
branches "lay the s8unshine of Heaven, to be Pf 
blendedwith, and buried in the dirt of the earth. 


———— 


NEW WORK. 


FLTL Published and for sale at the office of the Univer- 

' 8alist, Lutest News from the Three Worlds, Heaveu, 
Earth, and Hell ; as Reported at a Four-Days Meeting jn 
Shirley, Mass. In Letters to Eight Calyinistic Mingiers. 


True cheerfulness makes a man happy in him- By RUSSELL STREETER, 
self, and promotes the happiness of all around AL Gr 
him. A Complete Set of the Unjversaligt Magazine iu 9 
vols, Edited by H H. Bullou. For ale as above. 


A new Supply of Petitpierre on Diving! Goodness, for 
B. B. MUSSEY. 
* 29 Corubill, 


——————— 


ExPOSITOR AN} UNIVERSALIST Review. "Phe first 
No. of a religious publication under the above title. has 
Jjust made its appearance from the press of Wait and Dow 8ale by 
of this ci ny. The Dow! and G. = a Ballou 2d, 'T. 7 apart dan. 5, 1833 
temore, Wait & Dow, and G. \ azin. The wo oy 
be issued every other month in Nos., containing 72 HOUSE WANTED. - 
each, at two dollars per, Yolume,—6 Nos, to a Volome. IA HOUSE convenient for two families, or | two ena 

The nt No. contains five articles, viz :—1. The 14" rpaat in the ceatral pary of the ony. 5, 1888.” ul 
New Testament doctrine of personal righteousness, or of | tis © Jan. 5, 


faith and works, with respect to justificition. 2. Expla- CHRI STMA S& NE WYEARS PR ESENTS. 


nation of Matt. x. 14, 15, aud of the parallel texts. 3. 
Destryction of the material Ujiiverse, 4. Christ the desire B. B. |) Punrrex USSEY, 2 Cornhill, has og hand a largo 
mas an Kewyar Gi} 


of all nations. BG. State of the flogtring and degomination 
of Universalists. The paper is hoods , the Pele fair, and | gqitable for Chri 
creditab TICATN CLARK'S COMMENT 24 we 
received and for sale.—SIN BOOKS of Rn 
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perusal; but from a curs0 lance at its cont 
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